
“The purpose of a woman’s life is just the same 

as the purpose of a man’s life: that she may 

make the best possible contribution to the 

generation in which she is living.”

louise mckinney

member of the famous five and  
the first woman to be sworn in 
as a legislator in the british commonwealth

OCTOBER 18

National
Persons Day

On October 18, 1929, Canada’s highest court of appeal decided to include women in the legal definition of 
“persons”—a victory that paved the way for women’s increased participation in public and political life.


